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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tiit at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Porve. 








Letters of the Black Dwarf. 
From the Black Dwarf to the Reformers of Birmingham. 





While the big red lion, Mr. Canning, and the little red 
lion, Mr. Huskisson, have been exhibited at Liverpool, the 
Jackal, or lon’s provtder, alias the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, alias Mr. Robinson, has been shewn at a 
guinea and a half a head, at Birmingham ; and I under- 
stand that about seventy peeple were collected to see him. 
{ need not tell you who they were. I dare say that any of 
your children above ten years of age, would name them 
off hand ; for notwithstanding the prosperity of the manu- 
facturing interest, there are not many of you who could, 
nor half of them that would, give a guinea and a half to 
see a Chancellor of the Exchequer. But there were it 
seems, seventy who did this silly thing :—and it is a 
gratifying thing to find the number of loyal blockheads 
so considerable at Birmingham. From Lord Liverpool's 

No. 13. Vol. XI. 








i 
{ 
i 
| 
: 


430 THE BLACK DWARF. 

recent vouching for the loyalty, meaning the stupidity of 
the town, I should have thought there might have been 
more :—but Lord Liverpool is no conjuror, and lies as fast 
as Owen Glendower. 

Suppose, before we go any further, we were to inquire 
who this curiosity, this Chancellor, this Mr. Robinson is ? 
for you may not know'him so well as you do the native 
simpletons of your town. For your instruction, then, 
learn this Mr. Robinson is no other than the identical Mr. 
Robinson, who was made use of as the cat’s-paw of the 
ministry when the corn-bill was brought forward, some 
years since ; and when the people put into Mr. Robinson’s 
house, shot one or more of the “ enlightened public,” 
who were too clamerous against being starved in due 
course of law by an act of parliament. it was this Mr. 

Xobinson, who then first advanced his pretensions to 
future eminence as a statesman, by introducing a bill to 
keep up the price of corn, that the poor might be sfarved, 
and the rich be enabled to pay tawves. If he had then 
visied Birmingham, what would have become of him ¢ 
At that time, the very magistrates who treated him last 
week, and fawned upon him, because he had become the 
jackal of the treasury, would have burnt him in effigy, or 
perhaps in his own proper person, if they eould have 
laid hold upon him. The Magistrates, a correspondent 
informs me, were then the same as. now, with the excep- 
tion of one ‘Parson Spry; and they, with most of the 
‘ eentlemen” who thought it an honor to dine with Mr. 
Robmson, then did very properly all they could to oppose 
the bill for the starvation of the people, of which this 
Mr. Robmson was the patron. I say they did this very 
propetly—not that they deserve any credit for it, because 
their own interests were the immediate prompters of their 
conduct—but they did this. They lent the public office, 
and the public.school room, to public meetings, to repro- 
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bate this bill to starve the poor, by prohibiting the cheap 
supply which foreign nations were anxious to offer—this 
bill to compel the Americans to feed their pigs upon the 
best wheat, because they were not allowed to bring it for 
the use of ourstarving mechanics :—and yet these very men 
hold it now an honor to dine with this tool of a past ad- 
ministration, because he is a member of the present. If 
he had not been a minister, there is not one who would 
have paid him the least attention. But since he has the bas- 
ket of loaves and fishes in his hands, they are all ready to 
recommend themselves to be invited to partake of the ban- 
quet. Now, inhabitants of Birmingham, what say you ? 
Your universal response will be, that though the author 
of such a bill must be totally unfit to hold any situation 
in the national councils, the beings who degrade humanity 
so much as to flatter him, have contrived to place them- 
selves on a lower level than their idol. 

To the credit of your town, it seems that great difficulty 
Was experienced in obtaining a company to meet this hero 
of the corn-bill! Though the town was personally cdn- 
vassed, and written invitations sent to distant persons ; 
ithe numbers present are only stated by themselves at 
seventy ; and this we are led to believe included the land- 
lord, the landlady, the waiters, the cooks, and the scul- 
lions; who, it was remarked by somebody, might he 
fairly counted, as they were all tnterested in the oc- 
casion. ‘The numbers being so gratifying, let us look 
at the malertals. Amongst the most conspicuous stands 
Parson Spry. You know him pretty well. He hides not 
his candle under.a bushel. Rush-light as it is, it is always 
flickering in the public gaze. You remember the gilt 
mitre which he put over the gates of his church yard, to 
denote his wishes, and his object! His strength of mind 
on this occasion deserves great praise ; for it was not until 
sixty thousand people had laughed at him for a conside- 
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rable period, that he condescended to disrobe the emblem 
of its gilded honors, and to paintit in the more modest 
colours of the rest ofthe gate. There, however, it hangs 
still; and the bonze’s desire to have it removed from thence 
to adorn his head, will suggest a natural reason, why he 
should attend to flatter a minister of state; ‘* and with 
“ respect to the Magistracy being an unpaid body, the 
right honourable gentleman was in error, for they were 
* amply renumerated.”’ 

‘* Most of the prominent characters in the proceedings,” 
says my informant, “‘ were members of the ‘ Club’ establish- 
ed for the purpose of ‘ perpetuating’ the principles of 
Pitt:—nevertheless, they are now ashamed of shewing 
themselves as the supporters of those principles. I know 
it to be a fact, that although every member and supposed 
supporter of the institution was last year summoned to a 
meeting to consult on the means of reviving it to its pris- 
line strength, or for some such purpose, only three per- 
sons attended, acluding the ‘ honorary secretary and 
treasurer,’ Mr. Barker, who had issued the circulars for 
calling them together.””’ + Ido not see any exception 
to the “ Pitt Club Men,’ except a stray whig, or so, be- 
trayed by the mere smell of place, into contact with the 
corn-law champton of past times. We will now take a 
brief glance at the behaviour of the parties. The first 
toast, of course, was, “ the husband of the late Queen 
Caroline, who lived with her a few’ months, and then 
abandoned her to the relentless persecution of her vindictive 
enemies ; who never left their victim until they had hunted 
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¥ This Mr. Barker, an attorney, lent himself in the grossest man- 
ner to the unprincipled persecution of reform, in the town of Birming- 
ham, at the instigation of the knaves and fools of the loyal association. 
to which the notorious Isaac Pemberton played the part of spy and 
informer. In one instance Mr. Barker evinced a want of regard to 


common feeling, and even to the letter of the law, which did honor to 
his professions of loyalty. 
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her into the grave.’ This was drank with rapturous 
applause, and God save the King was sung by all 
the company. The next was “the members of the royal 
family, who were aware of all this and showed the victim 
no countenance.” The third—* The dupe of Mrs. Clark 
and the army.” The fourth—<«'The son of old Harry 
Dundas who escaped from the consequences of a most 
deserved impeachment, and the navy:” ‘Then came the 
grand business of the day— The health of the right hon. 
Mr. Robinson, the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who holds that Englishmen have no right to eat wheat 
under 80s. per quarter, or 10s. per bushel!’ This was 
drank with three times th:ee; and the loudest cheers ! 
How amazed Mr. Robinson must have been to hear this 
in the town of Birmingham! In returning thanks, he 
was cunning enough to say that “he traced the enceu- 
‘“‘ raging approbation of the meeting to the grateful task 
‘« that had fallen to him, since his new official appointment— 
‘“‘ that of assisting to lessen the burthens of the conntry.”’ 
This was an excuse for the folly of the meeting which 
it had not wit enough to find out for itself ;—but he did 
not tell them that his “ relief” was a gross delusion—that 
the burthens had not been lightened—that the state teok 
more of all sorts of produce at present, to make up its 
demand, than it took at the most expensive period of the 
war. He was too cunning to tell them this; and they 
were too silly, or too cowardly to tell him of it. Mr. 
Robinson then referred to the ‘trying period through 
“which the country had passed; and adverted to the 
“lamented effects produced by the late commercial dis- 
‘ tress ; and particularly asit related to this, and other 
‘‘ manufacturing districts.”” But he did not tell them that 
HE was one of the principal causes of the distress, by in- 
troducing the corn-bill, which created that distress in the 
manufacturing districts. It was that sacrifice of the ma- 
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nufacturing classes to high rents, and war prices, which 
produced those trying periods. When corn was prohibited 
from being imported into this country, and hundreds, it 
not thousands, were dying of famine, corn was a drug 
in various quarters of the world; and America would 
have gladly deposited flour in our warehouscs at one pen- 
ny per pound, and taken manufactured goods in exchange. 
But Mr. Robinson came forward with his corn-bill, and 
said **‘ no—those who cannot eat at our price shall not 
“eatatall!”’ Yet he now refers to the “ trying periods !’”’ 
and touched ‘with great delicacy and tenderness upon 
“any feeling of discontent that mght have been found 
‘‘ amongst those who had borne the more intense pressure 
“of the times: — adding, (says the reporter) “ that 
“ whatever might once have been the case, all was now 
“endustry, contentment, and happiness!’ Some of you 
can appreciate the full value of this declaration, which I 
am inclined to believe amounts to very little. Industry, 
[ dare say, is in sufficient request : for the prices of labour 
are so low, that ordinary exertion will not obtain enough 
for the existence ofa family ; but as to the “ contentment’”’ 
and the ‘ happiness,’’ Mr. Robinson contrives to find 
more of them than the labouring classes; or he would 
not look so sleek, and talk so glibly. He told his audience 
in the height of his candour, that ministers would keep 
at peace as long as they could, but he forgot to add, that 
the diffieulty of finding funds for a war, was the great 
source of pacific inclinations. As to the capacity of vin- 
dicating the honor of the country, it was ridiculous in him 
to.mention it—that honor having been sacrificed to the 
Bourbons and the rest of the Holy Allies. Lam mightily 
amused with his figure respecting the constitution. He 
would not deny that the walls were rent—that the foun- 
dations were injured—or that it was nodding to its fall— 
but then “ it stood upon the same spot :’’? and so do the 
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ruins of Athens ! “it was founded on arock ;” and though 
there were nothing but ruins besides, the rock was firm ; 
and would do for “a castle of strength,” if attacked from 
without—and the rains were “ very imposing’—they had 
all the splendour of “ wothic magnificence.”’ Very gothie 
indeed ! and fit for nobody but the wild Eiuns to look for 
shelter in. But there are corners, however, tliat do for 
Mr. Robinson and his friends; and his affection for them 
resembies the interest that a banditti take in their caverns. 
They are neither commodious, nor atiractive ; but they 
serve a turn, and are necessary for the purposes’ of the 
band. 

Thad written thus far, when I found that the cUntemp- 
tuous indignation which must have been excited by this 
dinner in the town of Birmingham had given vent to itself 
in a variety of directions. A hundred letters came flying 
upon the wings of the post, to my retired habitation: iny 
cell was crowded with the imps of serious satire, and 
grinning ridicule. Krom the rest, I have selected the 


ce y 


Confessions of a Birmiagham Opium Eater; as 
the best adapted to lead the way in the perpe- 
tuation of this ‘ glorious event !’? when common sense 
put out its eyes, aud political integrity, like old Silenus, 
Was caught napping, bound hand and foot, and compelled 
to tell tales, and sing songs, ferthe amusement of Mr. 
Frederick Robinson, the hero and author of the original 
corn bill. I would recommend that a cast iron pillar be 
erected in front of the Royal Hotel, with the names ofall 
the parties who were present; in order that when fool’s 
paradise was open again, they might be furnished with 
tickets of admission. I know there are men who would 
blush at seeing their names thus exposed as having been 
caught in disreputable company :—but they should’ have 
thought of this before. [conclude for the present; and 
Remain your well wisher, 
THE BLack Dware. 


-_-——_--<—— +--~——s- - 


Norr.—See page 445, for the “ Confessions of a Birmingham 
Opium Eater.” 
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436 THE BLACK DWARE. 


LO CORRESPO DENTS. 

Many very valuable communications are yet obliged to be over- 
looked, from the press of matter. In the eourse of a few weeks 
we purpose carrying into effect a new arrangement, which will 
give us greater scope for miscellaneous articles. 

Peter Watson has obtained a complete triumph over his local 
oppressors; and commenced a warfare against them, on their 
abandonment of all proceedings against him. I!e has entered 
four actions against the rector. 

Peter Watson acknowledges the receipt of 11. 10s. from the 
Southowram Patriotic fund, for the purpose of aiding him in his 
exposition of the impositions of the clergy. 


Sir Charles Wolseley has received 7]. 4. from the friends te 
oe liberty at Wakefield, through the hands of Mr. Abell. 


MR. ROBERT OWEN, OF NEW-LANARK. 











To the Editor. 
** For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right.”’— Popr. 


In the absence of parliamentary news, and the apparent 
seantiness of foreign intelligence, some of the news-pa- 
pers have fallen foul of Mr. Owen. One of these, Bell’s 
Messenger, has occasionally taken a very active part in 
condemning the whole of the establishment at New-La- 
nark; though like other canting hypocrites, he bestows 
the barren praise of good intentions. Mr. Cobbett 
says, that the Editor of this paper is a ‘ place-hunting 
jawyer;” and like other “ professional gentlemen,” he 
commonly writes in such an equivocal style, and dogma- 
tizes so ardently, that ordinary observers cannot tell to 
which side the balance inclines. I am extremely sorry to 
find the last Rockingham contains an article which disap- 
proves of Mr. Owen’s Establishment. I once thought 
that the Editor of a professedly independent journal would 
have left such an irksome, invidious, and unprofitable, 
task to such hireling scavengers as those who cater for the 
John Ball, Bell’s Messenger, the Hull Advertiser, Leeds 
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Indep-ndent, &c. In the Rockingham above-mentioned, 
we learn that Mr. Owen has become involved io a con- 
troversy with the Rev. Mr. Menzies, and also with the 
Presbytery of Lanark, in consequenee of the “‘ extremely 
irregular conduct in the intercourse of the sexes; and his 
schools are censured as having the scriptures excluded as 
a school-book.”” Now, we are not favoured with any, 
even circumstantial evidence, as to the truth of the first 
part of the accusation. At any rate it is not insinuated 
that any part of the ‘‘ family’”’ are either admirers or imita- 
tors of the Right Rev. Father in God, the far-famed, 
and pious Bishop of Clogher, who was once a worthy 
member of the bible society, and a Commisioner of the 
board of education. It is not even hinted that Mr. Owen 
is So indifferent to “ things as they are,” as knowingly 
to have permitted any part of his “ family” to read Mr. 
Cobbett’s excellent commentary on the case of the Rev. 
Thos. Jephson, one of whose friends declared in open 
court that he was the most unlikely man he ever knew 
to be guilty of immorality. The Editor of the Rocking- 
ham has never been at New-Lanark; and it is generally 
allowed by those who are capable of judging, and who 
have had an opportunity of inspecting the Establishment, 
that there is much less immorality there, than in any other 
‘family’ of the same extent in England, Scotland, or Ireland. 
Mr.Owen never pretended to be “ infallible,’ or that any 
of his works are the pattern of perfection. Such insinua- 
tions betrav.a want of that common charity which the Edi- 


tor so eagerly recommends to others. The greater part 


of the pompous commentary, is miserable in the extreme. 
Many of the dogmatisms are vapid, and puerile indeed.: 


and if Mr. Owen has no more formidable opponents, he 
thas little to fear. 


The Editor is net only a prejudiced 
Witness, but an incompetent judge. Weare told that the 
Bible is excluded as a school-book. This may be true, 
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or it may he false; but one thing wé know, and that is 
that it very rarely happens, that two out of a thousand 
of our pious and venerable divines, can agree as to the true 
interpretation of hundreds of texts, or passages of Scripture- 
If the “ Saints in crape ;”’ if the full-grown babes of grace 
cannot comprehend the evidences of our “ Holy Religion,” 
how it is likely that the unconfirmed children of unregene- 
rated cotton-spinners can understand them ? Is it not ung- 
enerous in the extreme to abuse and calumniate Mr. Owen 
for putting such books into the hands of children as can be 
readily comprehended by their pliant and immature under- 
standing ’? He is not so unaffectedly pious as to anathe- 
matize what he never read; nor is he so far a convert to 
the super-excellence of modern refinement, as to persecute 
with relentless rancour his neighbours for a difference 
about some unimportant point of faith. He is an entire 
stranger to such cardinal virtues; though I daresay he 


‘has no objection that the adults, male and female, 


in his “ family’ should read the Bible, or any other 
book, when they have leisure. They are freely permitted 
to exercise the inalienable right of human beings, namely, 
to examine, and to judge before they profess to believe in 
the truth of any doctrines, however strenously enforced, or 
plausibly recommended. If be acted otherwise, and cried 
“« zeal for Gospel laws, lke some we ken,’ he would 
imitate the conduct of the brazen and shameless hypo- 
crites who were so keenly, and admirably satirized by the 
celebrated Robert Burns. 

A few years ago, Mr. Baines, Editorof the Leeds Mer- 
cury, accompanied by Sir W. C. De Crespigny, and 
other eminent characters, inspected the whole of Mr. 


Owen’s establishment. When Mr. B. returned from the 
“ deafening whiz of the machinery at new Lanark,” he 


published a detailed account of his visit, gave many in- 
teresting particulars that were not generally known: and 
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assured his readers that the regulations there were in every 
sospect exemplary, and admirably calculated to promote 
contentment, and social intercourse. ‘ih: inmates were 
well-informed : were kind and benevolent to each other : 
always cheerful, and apparently happy. ‘The children 
were plainly, but neatly, apparrelled, and were educated 
as children ought tobe. The greatest attention was paid 
to their morals and health; and they were uniformly 
obedient to their guardians. ‘* There is a time for all 
things,’ and they are frequently allowed to indulge in 
invigorating exercises, and in dehghtful amusements. 
This is not only absolutely requisite, but it clearly proves 
that Mr. Owen isa good judge of human nature : and that 
in spite of the peevish and angry vituperations of his ad- 
versaries, he is well qualified to ameliorate the ‘“ frame 
of society as 1@ now exists.”” Mr. Baines also observed, 
in his comprehensive and excellent description of the es- 
tablishment, that on a Sunday he and his friends attendéd 
divine service. ‘The hearers were.decently dressed, and 
maintained a dignified propriety of behaviour. The prea- 
cher read a text from the bible, and then, in an unembar- 
rassed manner, delivered a good, plain, impressive, ex- 
tempore sermon. If Mr. Baines was strictly interrogated 
he would probably give it as his opinion that he had never 
seen a more devout and attentive congregation, even in 
Leeds. Some of our most learned preachers, who have 
spent years at the famous universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, cannot deliver an extempore discourse, much 
less one that is either intelligible or worth hearing ! 
It is not wonderful that the Rev. Mr. Menzies and his 
coadjutors, condemn the plans adopted, and the system 
persevered in by Mr. Owen. It is pretty well known that 
their reverences there, as well as in many other places, 
have a peculiar dislike to his “ inclosures of New Lanark.”’ 


They envy his honourably-acquired popularity, and dread 
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his growing influence in many parts of Britain and Ire- 
land, and further they have some qualmish anticipations 
that their pious exhortations will be callously disregarded, 
and their not unpaid services entirely dispened with. 

At the conclusion of the rhapsody in the Rockingham, 
Mr. Owen is quaintly enough advised to make people 
“ walk humbly, do justice, and love mercy; and after- 
wards, he is informed, that then, tyranny, oppression, 
and slavery would no longer be heard of!’’ Such loath- 
some cant, and foppish balderdash is a positive disgrace 
to this “ enlightened age.’”? The editor knows full well 
that we have many venerable bishops (God prosper them !) 
and many thousands of pious and learned divines who 
zealously enjoin their hearers, ‘ to walk humbly, do 
justice, and love mercy ;” and yet, marvellous to record, 
the society for the suppression of vice, and the self-styled 
constitutional association, have repeatedly declared that 
blasphemy and infidelity deluge this highly-favoured 
land!! Are the labourers unworthy of their hire? or 
have they knowingly suffered the wolves to enter the 
sheep-folds of those who were once of the faithful? The 
same doctrines have been uninterruptedly inculcated these 
many hundreds of years, more especially since the “ glo- 
rious reformation ;” and 1 now calmly and confidently 
ask the editor of the Rockingham in what part of the 
civilized world, where the blessed Gospel has been 
preached, have “ tyranny, and oppression, and slavery,” 
been openly discountenanced, or entirely abolished ? 

Some months ago, it was broadly and impudently as- 
serted by a celebrated financier, that Mr. Qwen did not 
believe in a future state! Had Mr. Owen been present, 
and had the privilege (I wish that he soon may) of 
replying, he might have seasonably retorted by informing 
‘“‘ my learned friend” that many of the most persevering 
sticklers for pure morality, and undefiled religion, uni- 
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formly act not only as if they disbelieved in a future state, 
but as if all human laws were exclusively made to coerce 
and oppress the poor, the helpless, and the folorn. 

Let us hope that Mr. Owen will not tamely succumb 
to those who are everlastingly bawling about the danger 
of innovation ; nor listen to the hyprocritical praises of 
those false friends who extol his benevolent intentions, 
while they deride the impracticability of his views, and 
more than suspect the soundness of his judgment. 

CANDIDUS. 
Beverly, Yorkshire, Sept. 15, 1823. 

Dear Srir,—l forward the present at the request of 
Mr. H ; for my part, I never clearly comprehended 
Mr. Owen’s plan—Does he admit into into his Establish- 
ment deputy pickpockets? Are the execrable excise 
laws in force there? If so, it is all delusion to talk of 
the happiness of the new society. 





J. J. 


ETERS SST PRS SALES EL ST VEE SE oP ET Ce PI EE TS EL SET 


CASE OF MAINWARING. 

As Mr. Baines does not like verbosity upon this subject, 
we shall content ourselves this week with the exhibition 
of a couple of documents, relative to the facts; and with 
very few comments upon their contents. The first is a 
copy of the commitment of Mainwaring ; and we request 
the attention of our readers the more particularly to the 
passages commented on. They will furnish some use- 
ful means of appreciating properly the kindness of Mr. 
Stansfeld, and the justice of the man who is called mayor, 
{God save the mark) and his Christian colleague. 


To the Constables of Leeds, in the Borough in the County of 
York, and to the Keeper of the House of Correction, in 
Wakefield, in the said County. 

BorovuGu oF LEEDs, TO wit.—Whereas information and com- 
plaint hath been made unto us two of his Majesty’s Justices of the 
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peace, inand for the said Borough, upon the oath of Thomas Wolrich 
Stansteld, of Leeds, in the said Borough, in the said County, mer- 
chant, that John Mainwaring of Leeds, in the Borough aforesaid, 
in the county aforesaid, mechanic, was hired by him to be the ser- 
vant of the said Thomas Wolrich Stansfeld and his partners, for 
the term of one year from the 17th day of February now last past, 
as‘a mechanic; and that the said John Mainwaring hath in his said 
service been guilty of divers misdemeanors, miscarriages, and ill- 
behaviour to the said Thomas Wolrich Stansfeld and his partners ; 
and particularly in refusing and neglecting to pertorm the said ‘con- 
tract, and wilfully absenting himself from the said service. And 
whereas in pursuance of the statute in that case made and provided 
we have duly examined the proofs and allegations of both the said 
parties touching the matter of the saad complaint, and, upon due 
consideration had thereot, have adjudged and determine and do 
hereby adjudge and deterinine the said complaint to be true, these 
are therefore to command you the said constable forthwith to con- 
vey the said John Mainwaring tothe House of Correction at Wake- 
field aforesaid, and to deliver him to the Keeper thereot together 
witht his warrant. And we do hereby command you the said Keeper 
to receive the said John Mainwaring into your custody into the said 
House of Correction, there to remain and be corrected and held to 
hard labour for the space of fourteen days from the date thereof, 
and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Given unde 
our handsand seals the 25thday of April in the year of our Lord 
Qne Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty three. 
BENJ. SADLER. Mayor. 
THOMAS TENNANT. 

Now, the admitted facts of the case are these. 

First. That Mainwaring was nof accused of divers 
mausdemeanours, but of one specific act of absence, in 
company with others, on a very justifiable occasion; and 
on which he alene was selected for punishment. Se- 
condly. Though it does appear that there was an oath 
administered to Mr. Thomas Wolrich Stansfeld :—yet, 
thirdly, it is a direct fulsehood to state that both par- 
ties had been duly examined ;—for the precious — of a 
mayor—and the equally precious — of an assistant magis- 
trate, refused to hear Maimvaring either in defence, or 
explanation of the charge against him ; and sent him to 


be imprisoned and flogged, upon the mere representation 
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of his master, and that made, not before the accused, but 
in the private room of the magistrates, in the absence of 
the miserable being who was to be treated in this West 
Indian manner. How Sadler and Tennant will explain 
away their LYING COMMITMENT, we cannot pretend 
to state ; but until it is satisfactorily explained, the pub- 
lic will think of them as they deserve. These two pre- 
cious fellows are pretended advocates for the abolition of 
the black slave trade; and probably their reason is, 
because they think that it is not necessary to have people 
called slaves, to subject them to the treatment of slaves. 
This is a complete specimen of West Indian cruelty ;— 
indeed it is much worse than any thing in ordinary 
practice there. On common occasions of idleness, or neg- 
lect of work, a lash or two from the slave-driver settles 
the business. Imprisonment and the flogging of the 
gaoler is never resorted to, but in consequence of some 
additional offence to the ruling tyrants :—and we respect 
the ordinary slave-drivers in the West,a great deal more 
than we do Sadler and his colleague in this business. The 
case, however, will be brought before the House of 
Commons: and the three names of Sadler, Tennant and 


Stansfeld, will be recorded, at least, with the commemo- 
ration of this act of barbarous and wanton injustice. 
The names of these magistrates, with their hands fresh 


from the sanction of this barbarity are affixed to a peti- 
tion against black slavery, on the same records where 
they svill stand as patrons of the scourge, when applied 
ic tear the flesh from the bones of free-born Englishmen, 
who have unworthily sold themselves to the white slave 
proprietors, Who domineer in some manufaciories! We 
now come to an illustration of the “ parental kindness” 
with which the labourers in Mr. Stansfeld’s mill are trea- 
ted. Of course this statement is forwarded to us by a 


party interested: but our correspondent there has made 
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ba § | what enquiry he could, and has satisfied himself of its 
general accuracy. 


| Luke Moore states, that he was in the employment of Mr. Stans- 
bigs 4 ) feld, and that Mr. Stansfeld wanted him to hire again for three years ; 
but, not betng satisfied with the situation, he informed him, that 
he would leave at the expiration of the year he had engaged for 
; Moore had also his children employed at the mill. As soon as Mr. 
Stansfeld was informed that he would not hire again, he reduced 
the wages uf the children ; and even deducted from their wages“the 
following week what he before had advanced them. He then dis- 
charged Moore’s son, and wife, on account of the father being 
. about to leave; bis son having then no means of support but what he 
received from the father, was refused admittance to the father’s 
house by Mr. Stansfeld’s orders ; the house is situated inthe Factory 
yard, along with others occupied by the workmen, for which they 
pay rent. On the son’s application to the father for his dinner» 
the father was desirous that he should enter his house for that pur- 
pose, even in opposition to Mr. Stansfeld’s order. The porter at 
the mill was reprimanded for suffering the son to go to his father’s. 
Mr. Stansfeld then provided the porter with a blunderbuss and 
spring bayonet, and on the son coming again to his father’s, Mr- 
Stansfeld exhibited the blunderbuss, and threatened him with a 
warm reception if ever he came again to his father’s house there. 
The father was then ordered to work the month which he had still 
to serve of the year he had hired for, in an unhealthy part of the 
mill, in a room heated frequently to 80 degrees, which was rendered 
more nauseous by the sizing being ofterin a state of putrefaction. 


Signed, LUKE MOORE, 
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There is so much ‘ parental kindness,”’ on the part of 


Mr. Stansfeld in all this, that we cannot wonder Mr. 


eee gee 


a Baines should be quite captivated with it; and be anxious 
| to hold up the “ mill’ as a perfect paradise ; and its 
| 


owner as a sort of pattern angel from which others should 
| be cut out by, when certain lower regions shall want 
| peopling. We now leave the case and the facts in the 
. hands of the public; and congratulate the town of Leeds 
that when Littlewood shall be called home by his father, 
it will not want useful town - husbands, while three 
such good men as Sadler, Tennant, and Stansfeld, re- 
main to credit do to its reputation for humanity! 
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THE CONFESSIONS OF A BIRMINGHAM OPIUM 
EATER ; 

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE COALITION OF 18'23, 
AND OF THE DREADFUL LOSS SUSTAINED BY ‘* THE 
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE’ ON THE 10th. ULT. AT 
THE ROYAL HOTEL. 


, y a 4 
In a Letter to the Black Dwarf. 





‘* Black spirits and white 
Blue spirits and grey ; 
Mingle, mingle, mingle 
You that mingle may. 
By the pricking of my thumbs 
\ | s 
Something wicked this way comes.” 
The Cauldron Scene. 


My Dear Dware, 

It is with feelings of inexpressible anguish and peni- 
tence I sit down to write to you the melancholy details of 
an unfortunate caiastrophe in this opilent, patriotic, and 
populous town. Since the unfortunate issue of your ex- 
tra-judicial appointment ofa legislative-attorney, and the 
explosion of the percussion powder-mill at Saint Mary’s, 
so severe a loss of life and liberty has not befallen my 
ill-fated townsmen. 

Many of your late friends have been unexpectedly ea- 
chequered. We expect your condolence and advice on 
this wretched oceasion; and trust that as a true friend 
you will not forsake us in these the days of our affliction ; 
nor altogether withdraw your good opinion of us for one 
solitary instance of back-sliding—As a humble indi- 
vidual I hasten to open my heart to you unreservedly, 
and to perform old English penance—in a white sheet— 
of foolscap.—l trust that this humiliating confession will 
restore me to your confidence; and that the public recan- 
tation of my errors will be accepted in full atonement and 
satisfaction of my unfortunate tergiversation. 

As I find we are already chronicled in last Thursday’s 


paper by Write-son’s Reporter, and knowing that many 
No. 18. Vol. NI 
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of your Correspondents here will forward you writings ou 
the subject, | am not adding to the publicity of our mis- 
fortunes, nor betraying the confidence of a privale PARTY. 

Youare doubtless aware of the Cabinet [tinerary under- 

taken by the orders of Government by the firm of Messrs. 
Canning—Robinson—H uskisson, Xe. during the course of 
which several farces have been acted for the benefit of the 
sea-gulls and watering-places. To you who are so well 
versed in Bub Doddington’s Diary, and the machinery of 
the state engine, | need not enlarge on the objects of these 
journeys of business ; nor is any explanation necessary for 
factors and merchants conversant with the objects and 
principle of the Traveller’s Society in Belle Savage Court. 
We little expected, however, that these actors, duly 
licenced by the Lord Chamberlain, would have performed 
on the stage of an unrepresented town, or have penetrated 
so farinland: But Mr. Bunn is indefatigable in his ex- 
ertions to gratify our dramatic taste, and inimediately on 
the return of Grimaldi and Son to the metropolis, their 
places Were supplied by the royal company.—* Sono,” | 
think I hear you exclaim, “‘ what you forgot did you 
‘that the Mint for coining the NEW SOVEREIGNS was 
made by Messrs. Bolton and Watt; and that the Govern- 
ment steam-packets work with their engines’—Verily, 
these things had escaped me for a moment; and truly now 
I recollect this was one of the places these ministers of 
Church and State ‘‘ did in their way” on their political 
progress to Liverpool. 

To be brief, Sir, on the division of districts, the Rt. 
Hon. Frederick Robinson, on his return, was appointed 
Master of the Revels for the midland circuit. Ata pre- 
vious rehearsal, Mr. Price, in the name of the magistrates, 
high and low bailiffs, and a number of the respectable 
inhabitants of the town, invited the Chancellor to a 

-banquet, at the Royal Hotel, on the 10th ult. A com- 
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mittee was packed, (like aspecial jury) and the invitation 
made public two days before; and the company of all 
political parties was desired, under the colour that the 
“ banquet’”’ was a mercantile, and not a polttical dinner. 
Tories, Whigs, and Radicals, Episcopalians and Presby- 
terians, were all brought under one roof, like the wild 
and tame beasts of Exeter Change. Fearful odds against 
real harmony, Mr. Dwarf, would any man of the world 
consider sucn a heterogeneous menagerie. It was cur- 
rently reported for many days previous that Mr. Robinson 
was a liberal man: that he was one of the anti-restrictive 
politico-economists ; a new denomination, Mr. Dwarf, 
for the anti-bilious pills and quack medicines ; that he had 
taken off six millions of taxes; reduced the natiotal ex- 
penditure within the income ; that he was of the liberal 
party n the Cabinet, opposed to the Holy Alliance and 
the “ Old Gentlemen of Europe :” a minister who would 
do business on a more liberal scale if he could. In short, 
sir, that he was the antipodes ef your little friend, Nicho- 
las Van-sit-art, who though he satin the same chair, and 
served the same master, yet turned the seat upside down 
before he took his place in Downingestreet. It was also 
rumoured that Mr. Robinson had expressed himself deeply 
interested in the manufactures of the town, and had spoken 
with Madona expression and velvet speech, of his desire 
of seeing more of them. These decoys brought many a 
a goose to the table, and among the tribe of Scribes and 
Pharisees your humble servant, now doing penance in 
sack cloth and ashes. The Chancellor had been broughe 
the day before to my manufectory, and there, Mr. Dwarf, 
my ruin was effected. Seductive references were made 
to the repeal of duties, opening the trade to North 
America, and recognizing that already opened commerce 
with South America. ‘These were so many drops of 
laudanum insinuated into my political system. Unnsed to 
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so large a dose, my radicalism was diluted, my suspicions 
lulled asleep, and I rose in the morning without any re- 
maining scruples against attending the dinner. ‘To the 
sacrifice | went. God forgive me! who knows the purity 
of my motives. 

About 7 o’clock the allied parties assembled: For the 
first moment when the covers were withdrawn L smell a 
rat: I discovered we were all dished: Thinks f to myself 
we are sold before any one can crv “ Jack Robinson.” So 
thought others of this “ mixed multitude” who sat mute 
at their dinners; and wi:ose countenances would have 
puzzled Lavater, Gall, Spurtzeim and Co. 


iw 


eae VY tan 


1 had forgotten to mention that Sir. Robinson w: 
-uskered into the room with the accustomed formality, and 
took his seat between Adelaide aud Theodore.—ir. ‘Pr. 
Price was chair-woman, end ihe Kev. L. H. Spry, said 
grace. ‘“ For what we are going to receive the Lord 
(Chancellor, aside) make us truly thankful.’ - This in- 
separable and incomparable pair supported Myr. Robinson 
right and left, (as they would do any Minister of the 
State :) and we never saw the prominent beauties of their 
countenances to greater advantage: Oh, for a George 
Cruikshank to illustrate the FACIAL LINE. Had Praxi- 
teles flourished in the Christiau era, Parian marble would 
have recorded the pointed superiority of the Grecian con- 
tour. 

The dinner consisted of turtle, calves heads, capons, 
jays, and mag-p.es, a profusion of game, wild and tame 
fowls in abundance, every variety of the season worthy 
such an exira-ordinary. 

To enumerate the parti-coloured gentlemen who found 
themselves cheek by jole, though opposed to one another, 
would only afford food for the depraved appetites of the 
‘ malicious and blasphemous.’’ A worthy friend of ours 
in humble life asked an old Tory gentleman (who wore 
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his head as an appurtenance to his peruke) to take a glass 
of My-deary ; why, said the Whig of the old School, Lam 
too old and infirm te digest that, but I'll drink your health 
in some hale. 


On the cloth being removed Mr. I. H. S. repeated 
Grace for what we had had; which to tell you the truth 
Mr. Dwarf, was quite evougzh tor tle most radical appetiie : 
but nothing equai to our desert as you will presently see. 

Theodore gave the King: “ four times four,’ which 
the “ American calculating: Boy,” used to multiply into 
16, but 3 times 8 had been the ne plus a tra of my arith- 
metical powers. So much for George the LV. and last. 

‘ihe following toasts were then given from the chair :— 

« Phe Royal Family.”’ 

‘the Dake of York and the Army.” 

‘“ Lord Meiville and the Navy.’’--Song, “ Rule Bri- 
tannia,’ Mr. Thora. 

The Chairman said, he rose to propose a toast which he 
Was sure would be drank by all with enthusiasm—it was 
the health ofa man from whom they had already received 
an earnest in baud of what he inteaded to do, in propor- 
tion as he had the power. Much he could say of that Right 
Hon. Gentleman, were he not then ‘prio it Was 
enough for him now to propese the health of the * Right 
Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer,’ and as in pro- 
portion as the purdeu was taken from our shoulders, we 
had the frecr use of our arms, he proposed it drank in 
three times three. 

This toast was receivad with loud aad enthusiastic cheer- 
ing, which continued for some minutes. As soon as the 
applause bad suosided, Mr. Robinsoa evidently deeply 
Impressed with feelings ‘ too big for utterance,’ rose to ex- 
press his acknowledgments :— 

Gentlemen, you liave treated me with the kinduess of old 
frivids—as though my counexiou with you would give 
me the powerof rendering youservice. ‘The gentleman 
Who introduced my healto has cliuded to my public con- 
duct, and i feel great satisfaciion in learning that that 
couuuct has not been unacceptable to my country 
(Ap, bau: e) 3 aud so long as I retain my present 
situation shall the power it ve-ts in me be poured 


out to tie advantage of my country, with an 


unsparing and au ungrudging band. {Loud applause.) 


None can be beth : ae ie thau you, genutiemen, 
With the trials aud difficulties with whieh this coun- 
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try has had to contend, and likewise, the courage, patience, 
and perseverance with which those difficulties were met 
and surmounted; aid while the people in many parts, 
suffering under those difficulties and privations were driven 
into acts and crimes, which, under happier times and cir- 
cumstances, would not have been contemplated, it isa 
matter of notoriety, and I feel happy in bearing my testi- 
mony to the fact, that in this populous country there was 
less real mischief committed than in any other p art of the 
country (Applause.) But now in the place of tpnault and 
and sedition we sce scattered around us the blessings of 
industry and plenty: the benefits of which we find “fully 
exemplified i in the peace. good order, and tranquility of 
the inhabitants of this po; ulous town. I feel more and 
more convineed, however Englishmen may be driven to 
commit errors from the effects of pressure and distress, that 
their predominant feeling still is—love for their country 
and veneration for the constitution—and which constitu- 
tion they would not cease to uphold and maintain under 
under all times and under all circumstances (Loud Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, myself and my honourable col- 
leagues have resolved to remain neuter in the contest now 
carrying on, from a principle of policy; the country has 
approved our resolution ; and so long as it Is practicable 
such resolution will be maintained “(Appi: ause); but if 
the time should come when the country may be required 
to put forth its united strength, and to call again into ac- 
tion its mighty energies, the experience of former 
days convinces us that our ‘ Castle’s strength will yet 
laugh a siege to scorn.’ (Applause.) That constitu- 
tional Castle is founded ona rock, and erant there may 
be some few hollows in its foundation, some rents ip 
its walls, yet I trust it will yet stand the Palladium 
of British Liberty; and though, as some maintain, 
(but which heaven forefend) it should be tottering to its 
ruin, still as it falls and where it falls, it will exhibit to 
the wonder and admiration of ages to come, a proud 
monument of venerable, and, if | may be allowed the 
expression, of gothic grandeur (Applause.) Permit me, 
gentlemen, in return for the honour you have done me. 
to drink health and prosperity to this town and neigh- 
bourhood, which I do with all my heart and with all any 
soul.’ (Loud Applause.) 
The Chairman then gave— 
The hero of W aterloo, the Duke of Wellington.” 
The House of Brunswick, and may they never for. 


oe 
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get the prineipies which seated them on the Throne o! 
these Realms. 
The a h ind Commercial laterests of Great Bri- 
tain.’’—Song, Gold could lengthen Life—Mr. A al 
Lord Lin re aan id His Majesty’s Ministers.”’-—(Three 
times three. ) 

Mr. Robinson ayain rose to submit a few remarks upon 
the last toast. His Majesty’s Ministers; well knew it 
would be impossible to retain their present situation, if 
they were not supported by the general approbation and 
confidence of the people. T hey were neither self-suffi- 
cient nor arrogant enough to suppose that they could not 
fall into errors, or that they might not pass Acts which 
Individuals might disap} prove of ; but still, throughout all 
their measures, eee niost anxions endeavours were to pro 
mote the best interests of the country. 

The Chairman then gave “ 'T he Marquis of Lansdowne.”’ 

Adelaide next proposed the he alth of ** their worthy 
Chairman, ‘heodore Price, Esq.’—(Drank with three 
times three.) 

Theodore, briefly returned thanks. 

The Chairman then preposed the health of “ Earl 'Tal- 
bot, and may our ensuing Musical Festival be suecessful.”’ 
—Glee, Glorious Apollo, Messrs. ‘Phorne, Yarnold, &e. 

Price Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed the healths 

f “ the High and Low Bailiffs, with three times three.” 

"WW. Beale, Esq. Low Bailiff, returned thanks as fol- 
lows :—Of inyself, Sir, Lean say but little ; having been 
thirty years deeply engaged in business ,Lam but a wretch- 
ed politician, aud yet, like every other Eng.ishman, t have 
an Opinion, and upon that opinion lw ould say how hap- 
py We are this day in an opportunity of paying our respects 
to the Right Honourable gentleman whose manly, clear, 
and expiicit exposition of the state of the finances of his 
country, has operated like magic upon the purse-string’s 
of En; eland. And now with the blessing of heaven upon 
the season, with a constitution in which we may rejoice, 
and with an administration which has the confidence of 
the people, poor John Bull is almost reduced to the sad 
dilemma of having nothing to ¢rumble at. 

The chairman thon gave ‘* ‘the wooden heads of old 
England and those who gull them.” 

“The English Constitution: may 
the constitution for ever.” 

Duet, “ Gallop on gaily,” Mess7s. Thorne and Yarnold. 

The Chancetior of the Excheg juer said, if is my lot to, 


he King live long— 








40% TME BLACKDWARY#. 


know somewhat of the difficulties attending upon office. 
when in times of disquiet it becomes the painful duty to 
exercise and maintain the authority of the laws. But 
when, in times of commotion and disturbance, resolution, 
courage, and perseverance became necessary, those quali- 
ties were never found wanting in the magistrates of Bir- 
mingham : and I have no doubt but, if called for, those 
qualities would be found as conspicuous now, as they ever 
have been found in former times. —( Applause)—I should 
not do justice to your feelings nor my own, if I did not 
ask you to drink the healths of “The Magistrates acting 
in the town of Bir mingham,’’ with three times three. 

Theodore briefly acknowledged the honor done him, 
and his brother magistrates. 

The Rev. I. H. Spry, in returning thanks, was con- 
vinced there was no town in the kingdom, of the same 
S1Ze, equal population, of the same level of intellect, and 
of similar employment, in which it was so easy to put the 
laws in force. With respect to nt magistracy being un- 
paid, he begged to remark that it was true they were un- 
paid in money, or by any nesetean remunt ration, but 
still they were paid, and that high ly—and in a coin more 
valuable than all—by receiving the thanks and the appro- 
bation of the town. 


‘The very idea ofan unpaid magistracy ! So then hvings 
liberally given the clergy for the discharge of these secular 
duties ; and the patronage of Government shed on the 
families of lay ——* are no remuneration; What 

Lord Halifax in his “ Maxims of State,” No. 10, 
‘That pride is as loud a beggar as want, anda great 
teal more saucy.” Would to God, sir, we could havea 
nagistracy without the price now saddled upon us. 

A series of toasts were then drank of the Lord Lieute- 

ancy, Yeomanry, County Members, &c. 

The health of the “ President and Fellows of the phi- 
losophical ee was then drank, for which tits 
I resident, the Rev. T. Corric,a dissenter of distinguished 
tilent and en nt, returned thanks, in the most 
appropriate speech made during the whole evacing. Mr 
J. Turner let ‘all some pearly drops, and if he had abiridwed 


e ° : 5 . - - ? 
his subsequent discourses, and not been intoxicated bs tire 
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eifect of his first oration, would have acquitted himself 
respectably. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then proposed to 
drink “the health of « the ladies of Birmingham ,’’ after 
which Mir. Bird made, as usual, a smuttv speech ; which 
for iis refinement, and compliment to Lady Sarah, we 
present to our readers in part. 


Mr. Chairman,—t! stand before you, sir, as the repre- 
sentative of my fair townswomen, to return thanks for 
the compliment. Lam persuaded that when it is intimated 
to those whose health, have been so drank, they will be 
equally flattered and grateful. As regards myself, sir, 
{ shall not fail to make it known to those around me, of 
the honor so conferred. (Loud applause and cheers.) 
And if Lamallowed to judge from the feeling which now 
pervade, the same intimation will be made by other gen- 
tlemen to their better selves. (Loud cheers.} ‘The conse- 
quences of such communication are more easily to be 
conceived than expressed. (Laughing and cheers.) And 
when I look around at the numbers present, perhaps, sir, 
it may not be calculating too speculatively, to predict that 
the results of such communication may sate duce a number 
of Chancellors of the Exehe ca (Lond and repeated 


eheers.) The difficulty, sir, of providing situations for 
themal!l wili be ereat, as it is obvi US that only one of 
them for the time ean sueceed io fill so im; yortant an office 

in the state, aud i cannot betior sug ak to those whose 


daty it may thon be to make the apointmeat, than to selcet 
the one, the mos t likely 1 9 imitate and follow the poliiical 
character and conduct of the right »onorable ventie- 
man now preset. (Repeated bursts of applause.) To 
those who Go notattaia to the situation, the budget must 
bo opened and other ways and means found. Lhavealready 

espassed too long on the time of this company, and can- 
not betier apologise for having so done, than in proposing 


| | oF ’ | Le } ? Oto. oo. Be '* i cy Y } 1 a > a 
the health of Lady Sarah Robinson and family. 


12, + “4 . ‘ ’ , 4 *y <7 ++) _™ © « 

Mr. Robinson returned than 1 great pleasantrs 
ana Sprit. 

‘ by . A maint 71) ‘ } - x oe » 7) 

8sOne, an sama ie. Vear sir, this orown jue. 

‘ . : , ; : 7,’ it — |) 

Wa bane bit 1 QO Bele ’ i 2 Wa i‘ “ ard ’ Gra i} - 
: on Se SP i - j ors i = : . : e : ' > 
m Li @CHh ) Diy sil willis town, one 4 ab! psc, the Rev. RR 
Koannedv delivered himself of ale ; ee 
OCULE ad\ Lic § . 82 > iene vi ' 03 Fe rare Fe) 8 | complimente: 
° 4 P ] ‘ 9 = : - { : : ” aN 
He WTEC eS 1:0 as in CCRNS 1 a Pitt ' Ne» TL 

' . 


Mien for th 








> 


494 THLE BLACK DWARF. 


Mr. Os * * * r, having been absent some time, returned 


to the scratch, and in a seeming fit of nervoas desperation 


gave “the health of the Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese. 
His speech has been suppressed by his friends ; and we 
are happy to hear that the superior strength of his consti- 
tutionand mind appears likel» to survive the violence done 
to his frame. 

Mr. ft. H. Spry returnedthanks, and lacdei the munifi- 
cent conduct of his Lordship to the town. Uhe rev. gen- 
tleman proceeded to e've “ the Dissenting} Minsters of the 


93 


town,” and was pleased to express his desire of more inti- 
mate acquaintance, and his assertion thafa more sincere 
friend of religious freedom did not breathe upon earth!!! 


that is to say of a gor Y8 | sais w anda free church! 


af 

The Rev. J, Corrie said the grateful duty of returning 
thanks Baveived upon him, and ¢ acconene dbvr questing 
permission of the Chairman to propose the health of the 
Rey. | Hie. Spry. BERBBRE BE 

The Rev. I. H. Spry observed—“ There was one name 
which he confessed he should ike to have seen on their 
Ores it was George Canning, Esq. one of his Majesty’s 
Secretaries of State, who tad pass ed through the town 
that fay, and the high gratification of whose company 
they had endeavoured to obtain. ‘The deputation was re- 
‘ceived by the Right Hon. Gentleman with all that urva- 
nity and pte ness so pecnliarly characteristic of him, but 
he was forced to deny himself the pleasure, _— cir- 
cumstances over which he had no contronl. He was con- 
vinced they would cordially drink the health of iat Right 
Hon. Gentleman.’’—(Dra ink with three times three.) 

Thus you see we drank the very dregs of the chalice. 

The health of one of the members for the county of 
Statford was given. 

Two or three gentlemen in this confusion of tongues 
atiempted to deliver their opinions, but failed. 

At twelve the Chancellor of the Exchequer took bis 
leave, amidst the cheers of the company, who immediately 
separated. 

On Friday, Mr. noage Lady Sarah, and her daugh- 
ter, accompnnied by Mr. Price, visited the Gospel Oak tron 
works, wore they were ri by the Rev. Me. Corrie, and 
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where they were highly gratified, and afterwards partook 
of a cold collation, provided by Mr. Yates. 

\n oid dramatic friend of yours considers the whole an 
‘ancicut mystery,’ founded on Noah's ark—not ab im- 
probabie surmise. Such are the delicacies ot a Cabinet 
dinner. 

You know, Mr. Dwarf, Swift’s ingenious essay, in his 
miscellanies, the “ Art of Political Lying,’’ or the mode 
of convincing the people of salutary falsehood for some 
eood end. ‘Fhe Dean writes that there are three species 
of rumoxes or libelle famost ; the detractory, translatory, 
and additory. Swift says the latter requires great skill. 
That in his day it was a disputed point which of the two 
parties were the most ingenious mechanics in the trade 
of lying: that they had both great geniuses among them. 

The faree has been damned. The fact is, sir, the per- 
formers were amateurs. Very little hope of its future 
success remains; the market is glutted by retailing too 
much of a bad commodity. When there is too great 


quantity of worms it is hard to cateh gudgeons. ‘Lo ob- 


Viate the recurreice of this misfortune, it is resolved to 
appoint a committee of al! parties to determine ou future 
exigencies, and what sort of hes are 1a demand. <A calen- 
dar, proper for the several months of the vear will be drawn 
up, thatin future decency and probability may be observed 
as much as possible: and Dean Swift's rules for choosing 
the committee will be adopted—viz. to comprehend men 
of all classes, “ travellers, virtuosos, fox-hunters, jockies, 
attornies, old seamen and soldiers.” 

To aid areform in the natural history department of 
the British Museum, ‘the president and fellows of the 
Philosophical Institution” intend to stuff the skin of the 
late Rev. 1. H. S. and deposit there this unrivalled speci- 
men of polemical conversion. 

[ forbear to mention the names of many friends, who. 
unfortunately, lost themselves in the saloons of the 
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Roval Hotel! but I hand you a list of several persons of 
all parties who were not there. 

None of those select friends who dined with us at our 
memorable dinner of the fifth of August last year. 

Mr. 1. S———-r, though a magistrate, refused to be 
seen in such a Jacobin company. He took in the ‘ New 
Times’ and‘ John Bull,’ but the invitation paper should’nt 
take him in. 





Mr. W. H r, another of the magistrates, de- 
clined being hampered with such novel things. He was 
sufficiently stuffed up with curiosities without the addition 
of this political unique. He could find no precedent for 
it in the visitations of Leland or Camden, in the Arche- 
logia, in Rymer’s Foedera, or in the 2d ed. of Madox’s 
History of the Exchequer. it was a composite order 
which violated al! the rules of accient anchitecture. 





Mr. R. Sp r, though he can play two different 
characters on different boards, could not be 1m Worcester 
and Birmingham at one and thesame time. He could not 
do two things at once ; and since he could not make his 
eleation in either place, he declined taking any part in 
the company. ‘ 

Mr. ‘i’: Atw——d was # decided enemy to the cash pay- 
ments (a guifea anda half:) he had seen no reason to al- 
ter his opimion since the first of May in the current year. 
The circulating medium was still the same. This was in 
fact, still tampering with the currency, and an attempt to” 
bolster up the credit of th 


} 


e ministry by trying to impose 
lous public. T 


ona eredr ie paper system wa 


. i 
virtually’? repealed by Peel’s bill: he had rather not 
open a new account in the present ambignous state of par- 
ties, and the probability of a continental war. A new res- 


» | ' 


triction act would follow close on the heels of a deciara- 
tion of hostilities. ‘Chines would only be aggravated by 
these hollow expedients. Old bi.cs ave noi caught with 


re 


chaff: such hegh prices as Adelaide and Theodore were 
opposed to a!! Aes principles of politica: economy. 
Mr. 1. Cr——imi. although he had temporally retired 
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from business, had not forgotten the shape of rat-traps— 
old game are not to be caught in wires 

Mr. Timothy S——h doubted the propriety of the meet- 
ing, notwith standing his known skill on former occasions 
of composing a union of parties. Not being able to bring 
his mind to a point at twenty-five minutes past six, his son- 
in-law aj clogised for his indispesition. 

The High Sheriif was absent in Radnorshire ona sport- 
ing excursion, and though the bailifl’s son rode 146{ miles 
to procure his attendance whe deelined. The hi 


he hich bailiffis 
reported to have answered that he could tick!e a trout, 
fish with two flies, cr shoot doubled barrelled ; } ie fell 
himself unable to cope with such an aarrites ee pasbins LG sf ine- 


tals: true, he was a high man, anda liberai man, but 
not brass for this occasion. 


4 
Fi 


There was a flight of lawyers present: but, Me. Bird, 
there isan old Greck proverb—* It’s an ill bird that be- 
wrays its own nest.”” We were surprised to see three there 
of “ the civil and religious hberty faith’—Me. ‘T. C., Mr. 


a 


E. L.and though last, not least, Mr. I. P. It must have been 
anew meeting to them. ‘The last we did think would 
have escaped the first trap, but considering it his first of- 
fence we must allow him the “ benelit of clergy.” 

Mr. W. was abroad, and we can confidently say had he 
been at home would not Fave been discovered at the royal 
hotel. Mr. Spry, in the enthusiasms of his charity moved 
to send a King’s messenger with a special retainer ; Mr. 
Price appeared against this extraordinary proposition, the 
magistrates divided, and Mr. Spry’s motion was lost, double 
costs. 

Mr. C. 'T. though a tory (and a gentleman) was not 
there: Mr. S. witha very inclement asp: ct sat like a Qua- 
ker ata meeting. Since the withdrawment of the one 
pound notes from circulation and the Warwick appeal, he 
has looked as though he was about to retire from business, 
or business from him. 

W.H. C. having cut off his mustachios was lost in the 
crowd. ‘The coroner attended lest any of the whigs should 
be choaked ; or Theodore and Adclaide expire in hyste- 
rics. 

Various rumours are afloat, some of the unfortunate vie- 
tims are reported to have cut their throats, and several 
been cut down from the bed post. None hada night’s 
natural sleep without large doses of opum Dr. D. L. 
has knocked up three horses already ; and not a ticket to 


=~ 
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the hospital is to be had. The musical festival it is expec: 
ted will suffer a severe loss. 

Several advertisements have appeared in the provincial 
papers. The Birmingham Chronicle of the 18th contained 
the following :— 

FIVE POUNDS REWARD. 

A gross and infamous LIBEL upon my character having 
been ‘circulated i in Birmingham, that the lisfol toasts was 
revised and corrected by me previous to the dinner, and 
that my speeches within doors have been wilfully suppres- 
sed out of doors, | hereby offer the reward of five pounds 
to any informer who will give such information as will lead 
to the conviction of the offender or offenders. 

Should the information be in the possession of any one 
to whom the reward would not be any inducement, I trust 
the duty, which is obviously imperative upon every indi- 
vidual in the community, to discover the miscreant or mis- 
ereants who have made such an assassin-like attack upon 
one of its members, will be a motive powerful enough to 
induce them to afford the desired communication. Signed 
on behalf of myself and the publisher of the Chronicle, 

VU. 

Essay Orrice.—The elderly gentleman who left his 
lame on the evening of the 10th ultimo, is earnestly re- 
quested to return to his disconsolate friends. In considera- 
tion of his standard integrity fora half century, they will 
welcome his return to his old co: npanions ; and all allusion 
to the late unfortunate affair wiil be relig iously avoided.— 
Any intelligence of the above pe’son will be thankfully 
received, and all ae paid. Apply at the Essay-Of- 
fice in town, and to Mr. C, near Monument-lane. 

The Bishop has unde aspecial visitation at his very 
earliest convenience to confirm the converts in their new 
faith. Several ladies of the Independent persuasion have 
been churched at the Free Church ; and several liberal ap- 
pointments are confidently rumoured on the first vaca- 
tions. 

Among the advertisements the followinga was omitted— 

To PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. —Several vacant pews 
to let at the new meeting, and Carr’s Lane. : 

N. B. none of the old incumbents need apply. The 
candidates will be subjected to the severest test, and the 
Trustees have determined to exclude all those present at 
the dinner of the 10th instant. 

So much, Mr. Dwarf, for merriment ; but amore serious 
view of the subject remains than the jokes to w hich there 
people have subjected themselves. It is a problem by Swift, 
whether a political lie is best contradicted by truth or by 
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another lie. I hold with the neg: ative, and i must there- 
tore confess my presence at this unique dinnera fable.— 
Like Little Indigo in the Spectator | feel the irresistible im- 
pulse of lying: but will atone for my falsehood with the 
following brief moral :— 

I was notat the royal hotel, and! will give them my 
reasons for my absence. My principles, Sir, are those ot 
Parliamentaty Reform; and a quarter of century since | 
learnt from Mr, Pitt that under the present borough system 
NO HONEST man could be a minister. 

I well knew that though the object of such meetings 
is with many persons a viriuous desire of effecting con- 
te the effect is always and notoriously the contrary. 

The invariable cons sequence is weakeuit ng the con- 
ce dine party. 

3. Could any Whig of reflection on the state of the 
country for years past, and its pros pects, accordirig’ to our 
opinions, cons pascal attend a dinner in honour of 
‘“< the baer ‘successor of a Pitt!’ If he can, his con- 
science and his judgment must fc at a great distance from 
each other. it Mr. Robinson and Mr. Canning be realiy 
the friends of political and commercial freedom, is not 
their connexion with the present cabinet a“ moral adul- 
tery ¢”’ 

The sad consequence of these coalitions is the loss of 
public confidence by those who should be “ rey natural 
leaders of the peopie.” it is the complaint of the Whig¢ 
Aristocracy of Great Britan that “ low men”’ usurp their 
influence with the country: Without inquiry into the 
truth or causes of this complaint, is 1t not natural the peo- 
ple should desert those who desert them ¢ When will the 
Whigs leave off tampering with Tories ? Is there not 


some truth in Sir George Saviile’s remark that“ Amone: 
the many ili consequences of a wee: party, it Is none of 
the least, that it tempteth Jow and insigniticant men to 
come upon the Stage, to expose tuemselves, and to spoil 
business.” 

By these weak attempts to allay political animositics, 
the bowl is broken in the attempt to save it. Why will 
not mcn, in place of abortive attempts to force their 
principles to an unholy alliance with contradicticns agree 
to diifer. and give one another credit for seeking the 
same ends, though by different means / 

God forbid, ‘ir, | should inculcate the refusal of the 
hand of political or religious fellowship protlered Ou 


these principles : but on apy other, L certainly will to the 
end of life. 
VN hv, Sir. neither party a4 é.- , : “iy 


CalN CF -Git TOP slceritvy Wi 


44 








460 THE BLACK DWARF. 


their resnective friends. Let them ask themselves when 
chewing the cud of this charity. meeting. And itis a 
fact, as I am informed, that the leaders of no political 
class were present! 

Insincerity or irony is the dilemma on the horns of which 
these gentlemen must be gored. The former is dishonesty, 
the latter bad manners 

But we ate tdld, Sir, that we sre not to interpret lite- 
rally; that the ash d are accustomed to the phrase of 
dead languages. and that a free translation ts the ote rpre- 
tation of Mr. Spr y and his Re sverend Bbrothren. We are 
to understand them ine opposite of their words, as an 
Irishman tells a pig he is going to Dublin when on his 
road to Cork: But these divines | fear have little claim to 
the excuse from Shakspcare, 

Rude ami [in ee, 


And little blessed with the soft phrase or speech.’ 
Why, Sir, Mr. Spry must have lat; whe d within his lawn 


sleeves at the free church When h- thought over this 
daubing. He must have thought of the “ Happy Union” 
ip the Beauties of the Anti-Jacobin, imitated from Horace. 
“ When were such kindred souls unite d, 
Or wedded pair so much delighted ?” 


He is ‘co £-0% dda tudee of colours and varnish, has too 


J » 
much knowledge of accurate perspective, not wh know 
his own face in a mirror; or iis parody in a Jew’s class. 
He knows an original from 2 copy-—that they are gene- 
rally as much alike as th Glaciers of Switzerland, and 


the Bull ring. And in this tonvu of Japanners to think 
it would pass! 

Sir, I should hail symptons of approaching moderation. 
I do not despair of them: ‘The fact is the “ ery wolf’ 
party are nearly extinct. Peo} ‘te of no Political creed 
are now tobe run mad. ‘Phe day is past. Perhaps Mr. 
Spry may have more deeply culled the sweets of Christi- 
anity. 

“The Soul’s dark cottage, batter’d and decay’d, 
[ets in new light thro’ chinks that time has made.” 

Sir, it was the motto of the Primitive Christians, non 
magna loguimur, sed viviamus’—our religion consists not 
in talking but in domg great things. 

“Religion,” says an old writer, “is now become one 
of the Artes sermocinales, a talkative mystery, an act 
not to govern the mind and regulate the actions, but to 
frame and fashion discourse. The essence and being of 
Christianity is practice.” Lam, Sir, 

your obedient servant, 
An Old Srivrorpsiine WHIG. 


Sep. 19, 18238 
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PRINCIPLES OF MALTHUS. 





Mr. Taylor, of the Manchester Observer, has sent us 
the following explanation of his accidental connexion 
with the hand-bill published last week. It clearly ex- 
culpates him from any knowledge of the busivess in 
which he was unwittingly made an agent; and our in- 
quiry has convinced us that Mr. Taylor is as incapable as 
any man alive of lending himself to such purposes. We 
differ with him entirely on the question of publicity ; 
and think that the odium attached by publicity to 
such offences is the best guarantee against them. 
We say this, because we do not choose to erase 
certain passages in Mr. Taylor’s letter, which are far 
more reprehensible and unjust, as applicable to us, than 


any part of our previous statement could be considered 
with reference to Mr. Taylor. 


To thes Editor. 
SIR, 

The kindness of a friend having just led him to inform 
me that my name has been introduced in a most unpleasant 
manner in the last number of the BLAack Dwarr, I have 
perused that publication, and hasten to take that notice 
of the article as it seems to me to demand. 

I know not, sir, whether before now my name has 
been at all known to you; my character I presume has 
not. If it had, I think it would have been a sufficient 
guarantee against my having any connexion, wilfully or 
knowingly, with the odious and disgusting paper with 
which you have thought it not unbecoming to pollute the 
pages of your work: whilst.on the contrary supposition, 
I think justice, to say nothing of delicacy, or a dye regard 
for public decency, might have suggested the propriety 
of a private communication to me, before my feelings, as 
wellas those of your readers, were outraged by a docu- 


ment introduced in connexion with my name so abomb 
No. 13. Vol. 10. 
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nable that 1 connot but feel surprised there has been found 
in thekingdom a channel through which it could obtain 
an open and purposed circulation. 

fam, sir, unaccustomed to give “evasive answers.” | 
gave none to Mr: 


4 


. Fildes: and I shall now state the cir- 
cumstances whict led tomy interviews with her, and the 
substance of what passed at those interviews. 

About two months ago (i have nothing to fix my me- 
mory exactly as tothe date) Lhad the pleasure of a visit 
from a friend of a respectable house in London. On the 
Saturday I invited three or four gentlemen to meet him at 
my house to dinner, and in the evenin®, after the arrival 
of the mails, having some reason to expect a Letter, which 
1 was anxious to see, I sent a messenger to my office wit! 
auote, desiring my servant there to send up any letters 
there might befor me. Besides letters, the man brought 
hack a parce! whic had come by coach, directed for me 
at the Guardian office. [ took off what I supposed to be 
the only cover of the parcel at the dinner table, in the 
presenee of my fricnuds, and found that the direction to me 
was merely written on an envelope, within which there 
was a note, addressed to me, withont any signature, but 
to the followine effect. 

“© The Editor of the Guardian is respectfully requested 
“ to cause the accompanying parcel to be delivered to 
* Nirs. Piides. The writer would not have imposed this 

trouble uson him if he had been sure that he had that 
‘lady's correct address.” The inclosure was tied up and 
directed “ Mrs. Mary Fildes, No. 3, Comet Street, Man- 
chester.”” Of the contents of this parcel, [ had no means 
of knowing any thing. having merely taken off the onter 
cover. As soon asl!ad read the note. the substance o, 


which Lhave givenabove, I handed tt to Mr. 





, Saying 
‘tT 


do you know that hand writing? [sitthatof any of vour 


+? ae ° y t . * . * ‘ 
“ London Recdicals ? His reply was. ‘ No. | have neve? 
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‘* seca it before.”’ | then observed “ Its very odd that a par- 
“cel should be sent to me for Mrs. Fildes ; particularly 
“ with an anonymous letter. I wonder where it comes 
from.”’ After this the parcel was put away, and it was no 
more thought of that evening. 

At the beginning of the week I sent my man to deliver 
it; and he finding ‘that Mrs. Fildes had removed to Stock- 
port, left it at the house of some person whom he dis- 
covered to bea relative of hers. 

About a week or ten days after he hid so left it, Mrs. 
Fildes, another female, and a man whom I understood to 
he Mrs. Fildes’s husband, called upon me. They pro- 
duced the cover of the parcel, which | recognized, and 
shewed me the direction of a note addressed to Mrs. Fildes 
in the same hand-writing as that | had received, and asked 
me ina somewhat peremptory and uncourteous manner, 
where that parcel had come from ? I told them [ did not 
know. They said I must know, as my man had delivered 
it; and they insisted on my telling them; adding that the 
cotents were a disgrace to human nature, with further ob- 
servations of the same sort. Irepeated that I knew not 
where the parcel came from; nor any thing whatever of 
rts contents; and then related in the same manner as I 

have already related to you, the way in which it had 
come into my possession, adding, that I believed it had 
arrived by the London Mail. 

rhey asked if 1 could preduce the cover and the note 
addressed tome. [said lL really could not tell. If still in 
existence, they were still at my house: but it was very 
likely my servant might have used the former to light the 
fire, ‘and that I mi: oht destroyed the latter myself not anti- 
cipating that it could be of any consequence. On enquiring 
at home, | found the cover had been used, and the note I 
had myself made away with, before it was asked for. 

These facts 1 communicated to Mrs. Fildes, and her 
purty o1 their repeatine their call on mein the afternoon. 
‘They then told me they had been at the mail office, and found 
that no parcel had arrived by the London mail addressed to 
me on the night in qin: I said I had not asserted that 

it came by the London mail. LI had only presumed it did 
so because that was the most common m ‘dium for the con- 
veyanee of pare ls from thence. They then began to ex- 
press In coars. aud offensive terms their doubts of the ve- 
racity of my statement as to the parcel. 1 told them that. 
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I was not accustomed to have my word disputed : and I 
would not permit them todo so in my presence. 

They next used threats, said they would expose me, 
that my answers would not do ina Court of Justice ; that 
they would write to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, &c. &c. My answer was “ I have told you 
the truth, and the whole truth, about the parcel as far as 
I have any knowledge of or connexion withit. Of its 
contents I know nothing. As to your threats | do not 
fear them; andI do not dread any exposure that you can 
make of me, you may do your worst, but I insist on your 
instantly quitting my office.” They did so, and I have 
heard nothing of the affair since, until the Black Dwarf 
was brought under my notice this gs ening. 

i shall not affect to doubt thatthe contents of the par- 
cel were what they are stated to have been ; and suppos- 
ing such to be the case, I regret most sincerely that I 
should have been made the the unconscious agent of their 
transmission to Mrs. Fildes. Those who know me will 
not believe that I am capable of wilfully circulating such 
an infamous paper as that.in question. I regret also that I 
should have been accessary,: however undesignedly, to its 
publication in your work ; 4 publication for which I find it 
impossible to assign any creditable motive. 

Coming to me as the parcel did, {had no course but to 
deliver it. I could not send it back, for. I knew not 
whence it came. IJ had no: right either to examine, or 
withold it ; and ignorant asI was ofits contents, I could 
anticipate no unpleasant consequences to myself from 
forwarding it according to its direction. The depraved 
and degraded wretch, for such he must be, who sent it 
to me, may have chuckled in private over the success of 
his scheme ; but I little thought that any English writer 
would have gratuitously thrown open for general perusal 
so filthy and revolting a paper. 

i rely on your justice for the insertion of this letier in 
the next number of your publication, and I am, sir, 


Yours, &c. 
JoHN Epw. TAyLor. 
Manchester, Sept. 18, 1823. 
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